ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


19th  JANUARY,  1906. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
fifth  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  year, 
1905. 

The  general  character  of  the  District  are 
described  in  Dr.  Mivart’s  Report  and  in  my 
previous  Annual  Reports. 

HOUSING. 

During  1905  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  an  Order  prescribing  new  forms  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1903.  This  Act  shortens  the  methcd  of  pro¬ 
cedure  for  closing  houses  where,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  occupation  should  be 
given  up  at  once,  or  the  house  can  not 
reasonably  be  made  fit  for  habitation.  One 
house  was  dealt  with  during  the  year,  but  the 
landlord  made  alterations,  and  the  tenant  has 
now  left.  No  notice  wasi  served  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  TD-£ 
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l&EWKRAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  this 
matter:  a  local  inquiry  was  held  on  behalf  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  by  Mr  H.  Ross 
Hooper,  M.Inst.,  C.E.,  on  the  19th  Sept., 
1905,  on  the  application  of  this  Council  to 
barrow  £15,000  for  the  sewerage  of  the  town 
and  sewage  disposal  works  at  Dunkirk 
Meadows.  An  alternative  scheme  was  pro¬ 
pounded  by  Mr  Cranstoun,  acting  on  behalf 
of  owners  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  disposal  works,  which  had  already  been 
considered  by  this  Council.  This  alternative 
was  that  the  Nailsworth  sewers  should  be 
connected  with  the  Rodborough  section  of  the 
Stroud  Rural  sewers.  Nothing  has  yet  been 
decided,  but  it  is  probable  that  this  alterna¬ 
tive  scheme  will  be  adopted.  The  attention 
of  the  Council  has  had  to  be  directed  to  the 
condition  of  the  sewage  tanks  of  the  Bacon 
Factory  at  Newmarket,  which  has  been  far 
from  satisfactory. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  collection  of  house  refuse,  but 


the  collecting  cart  is  now  covered.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  Council  should  undertake 
the  collection,  but  it  was  considered  that  as 
the  present  arrangement  of  contracting  was 
the  more  economical  course,  no  change  should 
be  made. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Though  1905  was  a  “  dry”  year,  no  case  of 
special  shortness  of  supply  came  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  except  at  Walkley  Wood.  This  matter 
received  your  attention  in  1904,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  year  it  was  understood  that  the 
Water  Company  would  extend/  their  mains  to 
this  part  of  the  district  during  the  spring  of 
1905.  Nothing  had  been  done,  however,  up 
to  November  ,  1905,  and  in  reply  to  a  letter 
from  the  Clerk  the  Company  stated  they 
would  canvass  the  neighbourhood.  This  must 
be  considered  an  urgent  question,  as  15  houses 
are  without  a  satisfactory  supply :  9  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  use  a  private  well  some  distance  off, 
while  water  for  the  remaining  G  is  carried 
from  a  spring  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dis¬ 
tant.  Another  part  of  the  district  which  has 
been  dealt  vrith  is  Watledge,  where  a 
number  of  houses  were  dependent  on  spring 
water  after  it  had  supplied  various  drinking 
troughs  and  water-cress  beds.  All  the  houses 
formerly  dependent  on  this  supply  are  now 
supplied  with  the  Company’s  water.  During 
the  year  the  number  of  new*  connections  made 
bv  the  Stroud  Water  Company  was  19.  The 
total  number  of  houses  in  this  district  now 
supplied  by  the  Company  is  307,  41.3  per  cent, 
of  the  houses  in  the  district.  For  this  in¬ 
formation  I  am  indebted  to'  the  local  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Company,  Mr  Davidson. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  number  of  dairies  on  the  register  is 
the  same  as  in  1904.  One  which  changed 
hand’s  at  the  end  of  that  year  has  been  much 
improved.  The  Council  is  now  considering 
the  adoption  of  regulations  wdth  respect  to 
these  places. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  are  still  not  so  satisfactory  as  could 
be  desired,  chiefly  owing  to  V'ant  of  care  and 
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attention  in  the  matter  of  cleanliness.  Also, 
it  is  not  desirable  that  the  fasting  lair  should 
be  a  part  of  the  slaughter  house  as  is  the 
case  in  one  house. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

A  new  Order  of  the  Home  Office  extends  the 
list  of  employments  for  which  lists  of  out¬ 
workers  have  to  be  sent  to  include  the  cover¬ 
ing,  etc.,  of  umbrellas,  the  making  of  paper 
bags  and  boxes,  brush  making  and  making 
of  stuffed  toys.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  no 
home  work  of  this  nature  is  given  out  in  this 
district.  The  number  of  v  orkshops  on  the 
register  is  20,  including  3  bakehouses  which 
are  inspected  from  time  to  time.  The  out 
workers  on  the  list  received  from  the  Rural 
District  Council  are  15 :  no  case  of  infectious 
idsease  has  occurred  at  any  of  their  homes. 

BYE-LAWS. 

The  adoption  of  the  bye-laws  with  respect 
to  Nuisances  and  New  Buildings  and  of  Re¬ 
gulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  has  been  considered  by  the 
Council  during  the  year.  At  their  request  I 
prepared  a  memorandum  on  the  subject,  in  the 
course  of  which  I  again  suggested  the  ad¬ 
visability  of  including  bye-laws  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  slaughter  houses  amongst  those 
to  be  adopted. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

The  decision  of  the  Stroud  Rural  District 
Council  to  employ  Mr  Hall’s  whole  time  neces¬ 
sitated  the  appointment  of  a  new  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  district,  and  at  the  March 
meeting  of  the  Council  Mr  Thomas  Nisbet 
(for  16  years  inspector  for  the  Gas,  Light  and 
Coke  Cbmpany  in  London)  was  appointed  to 
succeed  Mr  Hall. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
year  was  6 — 1  of  scarlet  fever  and  5  of  erysi¬ 
pelas.  The  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  of  a  very 
mild  type,  so  that  though  the  nature  of  the 

fmilely^  recognised  imTiI  dale  Tn  tire”  attach, 
though  all  precautions  had  been  taken 
throughout.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  not  considered  necessary  to  remove  the 
child  to  the  Hospital.  The  number  of  cases 
of  erysipelas  is  rather  above  the  average,  but 
no  deaths  ensued.  For  the  first  time  for 
seven  years  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

My  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  at  the  middle  of  1905  was  3,042.  This 
figure  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
population  is  increasing  at  the  same  rate  as 
during  the  decennium  1891-1901. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  during  1905  was  58—35  males  and  23 
females — a  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
of  19.1,  which  is  below  the  average  of  the 
previous  nine  years  (21.8)  and  the  rate  (20.1) 
for  the  whole  Union  during  the  past  year. 
The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  4,  6.9 
per  cent,  of  total  births.  The  number  of  il¬ 
legitimate  births  in  the  previous  3  years  were 
1,  5  and  6  respectively.  The  percentage  in 
the  Union  during  1905  was  4.8,  and  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  (1891-1900)  4.2. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  during  the  year  was  36.  To  this  number 
must  be  added  7  deaths  of  residents  from 
this  district  in  the  Union  Workhouse  (2), 
Stroud  General  Hospital  (2),  County  Asylum 
(2),  and  Gloucester  Infirmary  (1).  The  total 
deaths  thus  become  43,  a  death  rate  per  1,000 
of  14.1,  which  is  below  the  average  (15.2)  of 
the  previous  nine  years.  This  rate  corrected 
for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  12.5.  The  rate  for  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  similarly  corrected  is  13.4,  while  that 
for  England  and  Wales  was  15.2. 

DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  this  year 
prescribed  an  additional  and  most  useful  table 
of  statistics  distributing  the  deaths  of  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year  much  more  minutely 
than  has  previously  been  done :  this  is 
Table  V.,  appended  herewith.  The  number 
of  these  deaths  during  1905  was  7  (all  legi¬ 
timate  children),  an  infantile  mortality 
(deaths  per  1,000  births)  of  121. 

DEATHS  NOT  CERTIFIED  BY  MEDICAL  CERTIFICATE 

The  number  of  deaths  for  which  no'  medical 
certificate  was  given  was  10,  23.3  per  cent, 
of  total  deaths.  This  is  an  unusually  high 
figure,  and  is  partly  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  three  sudden  deaths  of  children  in  one 
house  from  ptomaine  poisoning  in  January. 
Inquests  were  held  in  all  cases  but  one,  the 
ascribed  cause  of  death  in  the  last  case  (an 
infant  of  20  hours)  being  inflammation  of  the 
lungs. 

The  verdicts  returned  by  the  juries  were: — 

Died  from  ptomaine  pois- 

1.  f.  2  years. -v  oning,  the  result  of  taking 

2.  m.  7  months  -food  in  which  poisonous 

3.  m.  3 \  years.  J  ptomaines  had  been  de¬ 

veloped 

4.  m.  54  years.  Found  dead  in  his 

closet,  having  hanged  himself  whilst 
temporarily  insane. 

5.  m.  5  months.  Died  very  suddenly 

from  natural  causes,  probably  con¬ 
vulsions. 

6.  f.  40  years.  Found  dead  on  the 

hearth  rug  in  the  kitchen,  having 
been  accidentally  strangled  by  the 
neckband  of  her  dress  whilst  in¬ 
toxicated. 

7.  m.  52  years.  Found  dead  in  bed, 

having  died  from  natural  causes,  pro¬ 
bably  heart  disease. 

8.  f.  54  years.  Shock  from  accidental 
fracture  of  thigh  and  debility  from 
cancer. 

9.  m.  25  years.  Acute  septic  men¬ 
ingitis :  natural  causes. 

I  append  five  tables  of  statistics  and  remain, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


(Signed)  J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 

B.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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